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NRC Plans August Workshop and a Revision to GL 91-18
Kerri Kavanagh of the NRC Technical Specifications Section informed AcroServices NEAL Report that on August 14, 2003 the NRC will hold a public workshop to gather comments on Generic Letter 91-18. A draft inspection manual section on operability and degraded and non-conforming conditions will follow the workshop. The changes in the guidance will incorporate the changes brought about by the maintenance rule, revised regulation 10 CFR 50.59 and risk-informed initiatives. 
Senior reactor engineer Kavanagh expects to issue two documents: (1) a single revised inspection manual section addressing degraded and nonconforming conditions and operability and (2) a frequently asked questions document. The frequently asked questions list will be a collection of issues that the NRC staff has addressed on GL 91-18 issues. Since TIAs will form the basis for these question responses, Kavanagh does not expect they will be open for discussion.
The original GL 91-18 contained notice of two NRC inspection manual sections “Resolution of Degraded and Nonconforming Conditions” and “Operable/Operability.” In 1997, the NRC issued a revision to the “Resolution of Degraded and Nonconforming Conditions” section. Since both sections define and use the same terms and have considerable overlap, combining the sections should eliminate any confusion between the two documents. 
In September, 2001, the NRC published proposed generic communications on the resolution of degraded and nonconforming conditions. That effort drew several comments that will be incorporated into the new proposed generic communications. 
Kavanagh stated, “We are trying to keep the guidance as Generic Letter 91-18.” Many industry comments oppose changing the guidance from Generic letter 91-18 to a Regulatory Issue Summary or other generic communication document. 
NEI’s Tony Pietrangelo noted that NEI is very interested in the draft guidance. He’s particularly interested in the relationship to the risk-informed technical specification efforts.  Biff Bradley who works on risk-informed technical specification issues noted that NEI may issue a letter with their views before the August workshop. 
The workshop location is the NRC’s White Flint, Maryland complex. The contact is Kerri Kavanagh at kak@nrc.gov or 301.415.3743.  
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